
BA (Hons) Scriptwriting
(Television, Film and Radio)
UCAS Code: P390  Tariff Points: 240

Are you enthusiastic about media and
creative writing . . . and would like to learn
how to write for television, film and radio?
Then this is the course for you.

“I've always had a passion for creative writing, coming to study
at Sunderland taught me how to write not just academically
but also professionally. The staff are encouraging and just as
enthusiastic as you about developing your ideas. Whether
you're learning about the industry or just good writing practice,
you'll find yourself immersed in your own imagination and
producing a professional script as a result . . . which always
feels great!”

Amy Cook
Final year student

This course will teach you a mixture of
practical and theoretical modules to ensure
you know the ‘why’ as well as the ‘how’ when
writing for the media. Our modules reflect
professional practices in the media industry,
where working as part of a team is vital to
success, so you will be encouraged to
develop good communication skills,
diplomacy and a dedication to both your 
team and your production.

Practical projects include screenwriting,
writing for radio, and writing for factual
television and journalism. These can lead to
specialist study in your final year, for example,
a practical dissertation in screenwriting or
writing radio drama. Theoretical studies
include film criticism and analysis, media and
cultural studies, popular TV genres, writing
gender, media language, American and
European film, poetry and popular culture. You
can also choose from a wide range of other
modules offered by the Media Department,
such as journalism, new media, language
studies, cultural studies and media theory.

You'll be expected to manage your own time
effectively, for example outside timetabled
classes you might research an essay, write a
television script or prepare for a presentation.
You can expect to acquire a wide range of
media-related skills, both analytical and
creative. This course will prepare you for your
future career in TV, radio, video and new
media industries. It can also be a springboard
into careers in public relations, marketing,
organisational communications, advertising
and journalism.



BA (Hons) Broadcast
Journalism
UCAS code: P501  Tariff Points: 240

Interested in how news is broadcast on
radio, television and online . . . and want 
to do it yourself? Then this is the course 
for you.

You will develop essential skills and a critical
understanding of broadcast journalism in
radio, television and online media. We have a
strong emphasis on reporting and production,
which is underpinned by knowledge and
understanding of working practices and legal
frameworks.

You will learn and practice general broadcast
journalism skills such as researching, writing,
newsreading and interviewing, as well as news
bulletin production, editing and reporting.
Practical elements of the course include
media law, video and television production,
live radio and production for the web. To
complement your practical studies, you will 
be taught media and cultural studies theory,
including the history of broadcasting, media
ethics, audiences and regulation. Combining
practical and theoretical elements in your
studies is essential to develop an informed,
thoughtful and pragmatic approach to your
work and future career. 

We have developed excellent links with local
BBC and local independent radio stations, as
well as regional television newsrooms. ITN is
the Broadcast News Partner of the University
of Sunderland. We also have a variety of
professional practitioners who come in to give
lectures, act as guest editors and work with
you on practical newsroom exercises.

A typical module might involve a weekly one-
hour lecture, plus a two-hour workshop
practising what you have learned. Then you’ll
spend time working on your own or in our
Newsroom staffed by experienced journalists
who can help you. Expect around 12 hours a
week contact time with staff plus as much
work again in your own time.

“Sunderland University is the best place for studying
Broadcast Journalism; the facilities are on a par with, or even
ahead of, industry standard. We have a TV studio and even
our very own radio station - 107 Spark FM - how many
universities can you say the same for?”

Charles Dobson
Final year student, 
BA (Hons) Broadcast Journalism



BA (Hons) Television and
Video (Level 3 Top-Up)
UCAS Code: P310  Tariff Points: 240

Have you studied television and video at
Foundation Degree or HND level . . . and
would you like to top-up your qualification
to a full honours degree? Then this is the
course for you.

“If you would like to study a media production course you will
need creativity and desire for media. Don't avoid using your
creativity - be enthusiastic!”

Ibrahim Dalkilic
International student

This one-year course will enable you to
continue your television and video learning
and develop your skills and knowledge before
you enter the industry.

You will have the opportunity to undertake
single camera video modules producing
documentary, and a multi-camera television
module producing a factual/drama television
programme. Other practical elements of the
course include screenwriting, interactive DVD
production, DVD surround sound production
and digital video effects and you will produce
a major drama or documentary project. Also
as part of practical projects, you will have the
opportunity to attend regular Masterclasses
from industry specialists. These include talks
and workshops from documentary film
makers, specialist sound recordists, directors
in drama and television and film producers.

You will also undertake a media and cultural
studies module, which includes the study of
television, advertising and modern life raising
questions of ideology, power and identity. 
You can also choose from a wide range of
other modules offered by the Media
Department, such as journalism, new media,
language studies, cultural studies and media
theory. The modules are delivered in a
combination of lectures, practical workshops,
seminars and tutorials with assessments
based on group and individual work, plus
your assignments will be in the form of project
work, essays and presentations.



support after
graduation

It’s natural to worry about what you 
might do when you graduate, but we
won’t abandon you as soon as your
graduation ceremony is over. There are
loads of different options to think about,
such as whether to get a job, consider
postgraduate study or even start your
own business.

Get a job
The University's Careers and Employability
Service offers career planning and job search
support to current students and for up to
three years after graduation, plus it provides 
a recruitment service to employers.
http://microsites.sunderland.ac.uk/careers

Postgraduate study
Our taught MA Media Production (Television
and Video) is closely related to industry
standards to enable you to gain practical
skills and theoretical experience attractive to
a wide range of employers. The course will
help you to develop advanced skills related 
to the design, development and delivery of 
a media product in the commercial
marketplace. Our MA can also pave the way
to postgraduate research studies on MPhil
and PhD degree routes.
www.crmcs.sunderland.ac.uk

Start a business
Creativitiworks offers business advice and
support services for fledgling businesses
within the creative industries. Creativitiworks
offers a supportive and encouraging
environment, fantastic media facilities and
academic knowledge to make your creative
enterprise grow – you can even take
advantage of their knowledge and facilities
whilst you study with us!
www.creativitiworks.sunderland.ac.uk



What’s it like to be a student at the
University of Sunderland? The best way
to find out is to get a feel for it yourself,
and that’s exactly what you can do at one
of our Open Days. There are numerous
Open Days throughout the year, but if you
are unable to attend one of the dates
then get in touch as individual tours can
be arranged. 

Media applicants are also invited to attend an
Applicant Day, giving you the opportunity to
meet our staff and get a taste of what it is like
to study with us.

Register online to become a VIP and you will
get a personalised web page with all the
information you need about us and the
subjects you are interested in. This is the best
way to keep up to date with everything we’re
up to, from course information to the latest
news and events. 
www.sunderland.ac.uk/tv_video_newmedia

Become a Sunderland student
Once you have decided which undergraduate
course you want to study you must submit
your application through the Universities and
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS). For
further details go to www.ucas.ac.uk 
or call +44 (0)871 468 0468.

When completing your UCAS form please use
the UCAS course codes and our institution
code S84. 

For postgraduate courses, or if you would like
to study one of our courses part-time, contact
our Recruitment Officer.

Get in touch
For more information about our courses
check out our website
www.sunderland.ac.uk/tv_video_newmedia

Course Helpline
+44 (0)191 515 3000

Recruitment Officer
+44 (0)191 515 3592
Email: admenquiry@sunderland.ac.uk
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Sunderland, Newcastle, Gateshead and Durham are all within approximately
a ten-mile radius, well served by express bus, Metro train system and the
East Coast main line. There are direct trains from London and York, with
connections nationwide. A flight to London takes less than an hour from
Newcastle International Airport.
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